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reporting by Neil Shechan, Written by Neil Shechan, 


Hledrich Smith, EWI, Kenworthy and Fox Uutterficld. 


Reviewed by 
Townsend Hoopes 


The reviewer is the author.” 
of “The Limits of Interven! 
tion,” a study of tne Ameri- 
can escalation of the war in 
Vicinam, He was also Under 
secretary of the Air Force 
and a member of the Penta 
gon foreign policy advisory 
staff in the Johnson adminis: 
tration. : 


“The Yentagon Papers,” 
ag edited by. The New York 
Times, are 8 compilation 
falling well short of defini- 
tive ,. history. Moreover, it 

“is likely that the gaine Judg- 
‘went sapplies wilh “gyceater 
Sgorce to thes sprawling ine 
mensity of the total docu- 
‘ment, As others have point | 
ed out, there are major gaps 
in chronology and doctimcn- 
tation; a basic deficiency is 
the lack of a unifying inter 
pretation, : : 


richness, WHUS 
deniable authority. They 
show us that cach adminis- 
tration inherited a commit 
ment from its predecessor, 
but failed or refused to ver- 
ify the continuing validity of 
the assumptions on which 
the commitment was unde 
taken. They show a proccss 
of piling, tw layers of Mies, 
ayn “Spssumprions; 3s 
ee bes 


oh Pavere 


ing circumstantial validity. 
Trouble arose eitner when 
the basically transient qua- 
lity of important assuimp- 
tions went unrecognized, or 
when there was insufficient 
political courage or political 
yill..to act on. the, recogni 
io ; 
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papers - also substantiate a 
line of retrospective analy- 


sis that, jn my view,’ needs | 
only time avd a diligent his-, 


torian to rendes it defint 


tive, Such an analysis would 
following 


yun along 
lings. 


:°.Tn 1948 Indochina wa 


the : 


lonial war, an obscure: strug 


gle little heeded hy the. 


world press, a war mace pos- 


sible by the infirmity of 


American diplomacy in per- 


mitting {he return of French ° 


authority in 3946. But in 
1949 the Jooming Soviet 
menace to Western Jurope, 
dramatized by the harsh 


squeeze on Berlin, gave yise 
to the North Atianlie Trealy; 
and bere the French, real- 
izing their country was an 
jndispensable cojnponent of 
any coherent plan for the 
Kurope, 


defense of bav- 


“Communism.” 
“Also in 1949, the | 


isolationist wing of the 
GOP. directed at Truman 
and, ‘Acheson for their al- 
Jegedly » nefarious role in 
“the loss of China.” ‘The re- 
sult was to trawmatize “Am- 
erican opinion on an issue of 


unexpectedly great emotion,’ 


and.to: create &, set-of-dom: fact 


€ 


g. the: 
“gcone. of a dirty. little co- 


Chinese 
Communists drove the de- 
feated and discredited. 
Chiang Kai-shek .regime. to 
exile on Taiwan, producing 
-charges of treason from the’ 


jean aid to Indochina inevit- 
able. 

In June, 1950, either at 
Stalin’s instigation or with 
his approval, North Korea 
attacked South Korca. Com- 
ing on the heels of very seri 
ous Sovict efforts to intimi- 
date Western TFurope, Ber- 
lin, Greece, Turkey, and 
Iran, this act of ruthless op- 
portunism seemed final 
proof that the Western 
world was being systemati- 
cally invested by a cunning 
and superbly coordinated 
enemy, operating on & mas- 
ter plan and yecognizing na 
limits on the means he was 
prepared to employ. “Inter- 
national Communism” 
scomed a deadly, immutable 
reality. Jorca and Indo- 
china were perceived as two 
tentacies of the octopus 
whose head was in Peking, 
and who was in closest 
Jeague with that other and 
greater octopus in Moscow. | 

It jig now known, of 
course, that the relationship 
between Moscow and Peking 
was poorly coordinated and 
always strained, ‘and that 
Peking’s links with Ho Chi 
Minh and Kim I. Sung were 
superficial, China never 
played an. jnitiatory role in 
the Jndochina strugele, 
never controlled and often 

. deplored the North | Viet 
namese leadership, and pro- 
vided extremely modest ma- 
terial assistance. AS to 
North Korea, Peking was 
barely informed oi the deci- 
sion to altack, and was from 
the outset gravely con- 
cerned that war with the 
United States on the Korean. 
peninswa would endanger 
Chinese hydroelectric and 
industrial installations in 
Manchuria. Chinese military 
intervention in Korea ‘was jn 

reluctant, defensive, 
and Jargely provoked by 
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MacArthur’s reckless insist- 
ence on driving all the way 
to the Yalu River in defi- 
ance of Truman’s instruc. 
tions, but the undeniable 
fact of the intervention con- 
firmed the worst fears of 
American idcologues (which 
by that time included most 


of us); it thus served to cast . 


Sina-American relations in 
hostile conerete for twenty 
years, 

The advent of the Lisen- 
hower administration pre- 
sented, at least in theory, an. 
opportunity for basic reas- 
sessment of the facts. But 
the new Scerctary of State 
was jron-bound to an undif- 
ferentiated global anticom- 
munism, which made his ac- 
ceptance of circumstantial 
evidence at face. value a 
clear philosophical prefer- 
ence. Moreover, he was rein- 
foreed in this outlook (and 
inhibited from attempting a 
more flexible siance) by a 
clamorous claque of Nean- 
derthal Republicans who 
found themselves, uncxpect- 
edly, in control of Congress. 
Dulles, subordinating his 
genuine distaste for colo- 
nialism, bent every effort to 
keep a weary France in the 


“he 


‘Indochina fight, vigorously 
encouraged and assisted by 
a’ Chairman of the doint 


Chiefs (Admiral Radford) 
who believed a showdown 


‘with Red China was inevita- 


ble, and the sooner the bet- 
ter. Dulles held-.out to Paris 
the serious prospect of 
American military interven- 
tion, if Vrance would agree 


‘to carry on after a grant of 


jndependence, a legal decla- 
pation that jawyer Dulles 
persuaded himself would au- 
tomatically transform the 
conflict from a war of colo- 
nial repression ta a struggle 
for freedom from tyranny. 
She French were prepared 
to make the necessary deela- 
yation, but were not taken 
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